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ORIGINAL TRANSLATION

- CerofHs 3 uioHs 2008 rofga. Mbl B BusibHI0Ce, BCTpevaeMcs C BeTepaHoM 1 MHBaNNLOM Benunkon
OTeyecTBEHHON BOMHbI. [OXKanyncTa, Ha3oBUTE Balle UM, pamMuanio. Paccka)knte, Kak MpoLusim
[LOBOEHHbIe rofbl Ballen XXNU3HU, B KAKOW CeEMbe Bbl POC/IN, B KAKOW LLKOJIE YYMIINCh, KaK Bbl OKa3asnch B
apMUM 1 Kak MpoLLSI AN15 BaC BOEHHbIE rofpbl.

nasepuc bopuc Camonnosuny. Poguinca g B ropoge Laynsi, a BOCNMTLIBANACA S B MasleHbKOM MeCTeyKe.
Mama 1 nana xunu B LUaynse, A 6abylwka xuna B KOHUMaKce, 3To Pe3ekHeHCKuUi ye3a. Mama ymepna,
Korfa MHe 6bla10 ToNIbKo nonTopa roga. OHa nepef cMepThio Cka3ana H6abyluke, - cBoet Mame - 4TOObI
OHa fieTeln - 4 1 cecTpa bbina - He 0TAaBasa OTUY, MOTOMY HTO «A He X04y». Ml NpaBMIbHO OHa CKa3ana.
Mama ymepna, 1 oTeL yexas, Mbl ero He Buaenun go 37-ro roga. A ato 6b110 B 25-0M rogy. Movyemy mbl
noToM ero ctanu uckate? [ansa pabotan B Knannegne, apyrov B YneHe. babylika xxuna ogHa yxe 6e3
My>a. OHM nocblnann aeHbrn, 6abylika Hac BocnuTbiBasa. CecTpa XoTeNa y4nTbCs, en ganu noTom
obpasosaHue B LLlaynse..

A 2 He X0Ten y4ynTbCs. 1 KOHYUA HavabHYIO WKoy 1 nowen pabotate. PaboTan Ha woccenHon gopore. Y
HaC TAHYN LWOCCENHYIO Aopory. XoTb NauaH 6bin, HO Hago 6bi10 Nnomoyb Babylike. Tak oannock Ao 37-ro
roma. NMo-moemy B 37 roay Hemel 3abpan Knannegckun kpan (B 1939 roay). Octannce 6e3 paboThl. f
BbIHY>XAeH 6bln nckaTb oTua. CecTpmyka yynnack, befHeHbKas. MOTOM pewmnn el nomMoYb. 9 cTan
paboTtaTb B LLlaynse Ha neconnnabHOM 3aBofe. Tam bbina Takaa rpasb, 4TO MallMHa He MOrfla NoAbexaTb.
91 3anpsaran nowaab 1 TAHYA Ha Jlowaan bpeBHa Ha neconunnky. 3To mos paboTta Hbina.

Korga Hemel, 3abpan Knannenckuin Kpan, Mbl Ha4anm UCkaTb oTua. OH OKa3asica Heganeko oT LWaynan.
Korga Mbl C CeCTPOn npuexanu v NonMann ero, OH rOBOPUT: «A 4TO Bbl XOTUTE OT MeHA?». OH ewe 6bin
XONOCTSK, HEXEHaT. A CKa3an: Mbl XOTUM, 4TObbI Tbl MOMOr CECTPE Y4UTbLCA, a A 3apaboTato Ha xneb.
XopoLlo, roBopuT, caenaem 37o. K coxaneHuio, He caenan. Tak g 6onblie He Bnaen cectpy. OHa
nornbna, a 4 yapan ot Hemues. CecTpa y4ymnacb B KayHace, oHa nonana B reTTo...

A1 paboTan B LLlaynsie, BO3 3TOT TAHY. Korga BorHa Havanacb, 5 ybexxan. Ybexxan g Ha Benocunene oo
Purn. Yepes Enrasa u Pura. B Pure Hac 3abpanv 1 3aCTaBuv HOCUTb HOCUJIKU C MECKOM Ha YephakMy,
noTomy 4Tto 6oMbUNK 3axxuratensHbiMm 6Gombamu, n 4TobbI HE ropenn goma. Yapanu Ha
YKesnie3HO4OPOXHbIN BOK3aJsl, @ TaM LWes noe3fd ¢ ouLePCKMMIY XXeHaMUn U3 BunbHioca Ha JleHnHrpag. Mbl
exanu Ha Tambype 3anuem ao MNckosa. B MNckose Hac 3abpanu. Y Koro 6611 apMenckuin Nnpu3biB (MMeeTcs B
BUAY MPU3bIBHOW BO3PacCT), UX B BOEHKOMAT, a A 6bin nauaH. 9 poannca 1 oktabpa 1924, MHe cka3anu:
«MopoxaunTe, ByaeT awenoH n Bac 6yayT 3BakyupoBaTb». Elle cobpannce nogu, a B 1ecy 3acTpsan
ToBapHSK. Morpy3nam Hac B 3LeNIoH, AoBe3nun Ao Yysalckon pecnybnmkm, ctaHuma KaHac. Tam yxe
XKIOaNnN KONXO3HMKN 1 pa3Be3n Hac Nno Koaxo3am TaM. OnaTb Mbl yapanu ¢ Apy3baMu B ropog Yebokcapel
- cTonmua Yysawckon pecnybavku. B Yebokcapax g ycTponsca Ha nowaan onsaTb BO3UTh € Bonrn gposa
Ha KMpNUYHbI 3aBod. V Toxxe Hegonro nopaboTtan, noka noxosogano. Kak n Bce, Tak U 9, - B TeNJble
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Kpas. Mobexxan 3anuem Ha TawkeHT. [lobpancs g oo TawkeHTa ¢ TpyaoM. CHavyana Mbl noexanu
NapoXxoLoM, XOTesin CONTK B ACTpaxaHu, a TaM y>Ke HeEMLbl No0AX0ANAN. [TPULLIOCL BEPHYTLCS ONATb
napoxoaom 1o Kymnbbiwesa. [0TOM Kak-To 4obpancs, gaxke He MOMHIO, A0 TalkeHTa. B TallkeHTe
onsATb yAapan B paioH AnTtelapblk PepraHckon obnactu. B Konxo3. Heponro s Tam 6bi1, 1 MeHs 3abpanu B
®30, HanpasuAu B panoH ANTblapblK, KONX03 JHrenbC. MeHa Hanpasuan B ®epraHe B peMecsieHHoe
yqmnuuie. Tam 5 HEMHOro 6bin - ABa UAK Tpu Mecsua.

®opmuposanack 16-aa JINToBCKas AnBM3nS B 42-oM roay. MeHs Bbi3Basn B BOEHKOMaAT. A elle 6bin
Henpu3bIBHON BO3PACT, HO CKa3asin, €CaN Bbl XOTUTE, Mbl BAC MOXKEM MocnaThb B JIMTOBCKYO ANBU3MIO.
XopoLwlo, 1 corsiaceH, MOXXeT A0 MOero Tam BCTpeuyy. [oexan, nonan B ropof banaxHa. Tam
hopmmpoBanach 16-aa JInToBckas auBmn3ns. MeHs HazHayunm cpasy MUHOMETHYMKOM. Mbl CTOSIN B rOpoAe
lopogzel. Tam B necy Bo3ne lopofua, Hefasneko ot banaxHel. I Tam novyemy-To MeHs rnepedopmMmposam
B NEXO0TY PYyYHbIM NyJsieMeT4nkoM. 167-oi nonk, 1-bin 6aTanboH, 1-ad poTa, NyJeMeT4nKoMm.

- Py4yHon nynemet?

Py4HoI. Y Hac B poTe He 6bIs10 CTaHKoBOro. W BOT Tak s BOMHY Havan. Hac B Tyny Hanpasuau... MeLwKom
WM Ha MallnHe, He NoMHI. LLleknHo Bo3sie Ty bl. A MOTOM, KOrfa CTasno npoxaafHo, HaCc B FPOMafHbIN
foMm. Llenbin nosik pasmectunca TaMm, ynmua KpacHoapmenckas B Tyne.

- 370 ewwe 42-om rof 6bI17?

CHavana 42-n. Hac gepxanu B Tyne fo rinybokon oceHu. ybokon oceHbio (hopMMPOBasICA 3LIENIOH, U
Hac K PPOHTY #o cTaHuum CkypaToBo OpnoBckon obnactu. Ha ctaHuum CKypaTOBO Hac pa3rpysunau,
CKa3asu, newkom bygem LodbnpaTbCa: HOYbIO XOAUTb, a AHEM DyeM UcKaTb, rae 0CTaHoBUTLCA. . K
COXaJIeHUto, NOKa Mbl HAXOAWN, FAe OCTaHOBUTLCA, YXXe He Obl10 Korfa oTAbIXxaTb. Tak Mbl ABUraJinCh K
poHTY. Mpubblan Ha MPOHT. ITO yXKe BbI10... Nocne HoBoro rofda. C Havana espans Hac yxe B bon
bpocunn.

-43-roropa?

43-ro, pa. Tam B Anekceeske MHOr0 normbao Hawwmx. 3MeeBka, NOToM CeMnaBOPHUKMN... - LEPEBHMN.
MoToMm Hac nepebpocunn, cTosn B 060pOHE NPUMEPHO YeThipe Mecala. 3aHann obopoHy, TaM yxe
6avxe ot Opna. A 6b11 NyneMeT4YMKoM, Hac ABoe Bb110 TObKO. TaM Mbl CTOSAN, MOTOM Hac nepebpocnan
KnJioMeTpa NoATopa npaBen 1 CKasanaun: Mbl bygem HacTynaTk. 370 6b110 15 nong, rae g noayyun
TsKenoe paHeHve. Hn TaHKOB He Bb110, HM apTNOArOTOBKMU He Bbla10, HU cCaMoNeToB - H1Yero. Ckasanu,
nepebexkamun-nepebexxkamu. I'ne Tam nepebexxkamn? Tam poxxb ObIN 40 Nyna - BOT Halla MAaCKMPOBKA
Oblna. A cBepxy TaM BbICOTKA. [lyniemMeTbl CTpensnm n cHannepsl. MeHs cHannep. MHe B Ta3obeapeHHbIN

BLAVATNIKARCHIVE.ORG


http://n2t.net/ark:/86084/b4xk84s1q
http://www.blavatnikarchive.org/

ELAVATN'K ITEM TRANSCRIPT
ZARCHIVE

Berelis Glazeris, full unedited interview

LT010.interview http://n2t.net/ark:/86084/b4xk84s1q
VIDEO RUSSIAN

CyCTaB pa3pbiBHas Nys, U 8 - BCE. [lymato, MONAET TaHK, MEHS pa3aaBuT.. Ho HET, MOBE3/0 : TaHKU He
nowin, obCcTpen KoHYuACs. Halm NoTAHYIMCh BCe Ha3ad, a i U ele MHOM0 Takux, Kak 1 ... YouTble bbinu
N paHeHble.

Moanon3 caHUTap, MO 3HaKOMbI xopoLnn. Espen, MeHa Knem. U OH Hac 3aTAHYJI, TaM Takas HU3UHa
Oblna, TaMm MeanyHKT cToan. Kposu He Bbino y MeHs. [pope3ann BOT 34eCb BEHY, BCTaBUAW TaKyto TpybKy
M Hanunn Tyaa KpoBb. MNoToM nprexan Ha nowanawu, 3abpan meHs. CToAN CaHUTapHbIM Noe3n, Habpan
MOJIHO HAC paHeHbIX... loBe3nn Hac Ao TamboBa TOBapHAKOM. TaM HacC BbIFPY3UaN Ha HOCKUJIKax. Huyero
He 6b110, B WKoNe. B wKone mMbl nobbiav ABa AN TpU OHSA Ha HOCUAKaX. MNpuwen XopoLwwni noess
CaHUTapHbLIN, U Hac foBe3nn 0o ropofa Yanaes, Kynboilwesckas 061acTb, COPOK KMIOMETPOB OT
Kynbbiwesa. Tam 5 npofomkan BCE neveHme. Hanoxunnm runc, a 34echb (B 1agoHn) octanace Tpybka. U
noyeMy S 3Hato, 4TO pa3pbiBHasA, MOTOMY 4TO Ha KOHLIE YepHas NofAKpacka beina. Tak a nposiexxan Tam
LIeCTb UM CeMb MecsLeB. BbINMUCbIBAOT MeHs. Ha KOCTbIISAX, KOHEYHO, TUMC CHASIU, HO XOLWJT 91 Ha
KoCcTbIIsX. CKazanu: Kyfa noefelwb? He 3Hato caM, Kyfa. BUibHIOC eLe 3aHAT, POACTBEHHUKOB HUKAKUX
HeT. Tak 04AVH YMHbIA Bpay bbin: «5 BaM NOCOBETYI0: NyCKal BaM fafyT HanpasneHne B Mockse B
3BaKonpueMHuK. KonoHLoBckas ynuua, KonoHuoBckasa 25. TaM 3BakornpueMHuK. Bam noHpaBuTcs n nm
xopowo byneTr». Tak u bbino.

970 BO3J1e Ka3aHCKOro Bok3asna KoJsioHLoBCKas yavua. belin B Mockse?

- Oa.

Ka3aHCKuii BoK3as 3HaeTe?

- fa.

A KonoHUO0BCKYI0 ynLy?

- Her.

KonoHuoBsckas 25. Tam HebonbLwon oM AepeBaHHbIA. I TaM B 3TO BpeMs Oblsl Kak pas... Kak Mbl UX
Ha3blBaJN... KyKYLIKKN: 0CBOBOXAANN 13 4acTu AeByLleK, KoTopble bbinn BpeMeHHo. KykyLKku. U BOT oaHa
fAeBoyKa rosopuT: «Cnywan, 4oporoun, noefem co MHow. 1 cama u3 MenbHKK, TaM MHOro espees.llovyemy
Tam eBpeeB MHOro? MoToMy 4TO TaM A0 BUHHMLbI BbIIM HEMUBI 1 YKPaUHLbl AeNCTBOBaN. A N3 MenbHUK

YyXKe PYMbIHbI 6bin. A PYyMbIHbI HE y6I/IBaJ'II/I €BpeeB. bbin Nlarepb TaM, HOCUIN XeNTblE Ha CMUHE NaThbl.

Sl cornacunca n noexan. To eCTb OHa X0Tena, YTobbl 4 Noexasn LOMON K ee poanTensm. HeT, 4yxxoro
pebeHKa pacTuTb A He xo4y. 1 mobbin Tam. Hebonbwon aoM ans nHeBaamaos 6. Mecsua asa noboin. A
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MOTOM 3alLEM COPBAJICH, AOKYMEHThI Yy MeHs bbiin ¢ cobon. Mpobupanca oo Knesa cHavyana, a NoTom -
MWHCK, NOTOMY 4TO Knes-MuHCK y>ke xoaun noesg. 1o MuHcka gobpancs. belan ooHN 3eMASHKN, BCE
pa3spyLleHo. LLinn ToBapHble BaroHbl eLle ¢ opy>xnem Ha YPoHT. Tak 0ANH XOPOLUNA HaYasIbHUK Noe3fa -
NOAMOJIKOBHMK, MO-MOEMY OH La)ke Oblsl eBpen - «f BaC MOry, Mbl Npoefem B BUbHIOC, HO y4YTUTE: B
CJly4ae 4T0, Bbl CAMOBOJIbHO 3as1e3/1, 1 Bac He Buaen». U Tak poexan 0o BunbHioca. [loexan go
BunbHioca, Tam ele asoe bblnv co MHOW. bblno MuHUCTEpCTBO TOProBan Ha BuneHckon 32. I Tam Ham
npepnaratoT. A kBapTupbl 6bin ¢ Mebenbio... PawncTbl yapanu n Te, KTO MOMOrann Hemuam, n mebenb
TaM, 1 BCé. Hy, 3a4eM MHe KBapTuMpa, 3a4eM MHe BCE. A TaM paaom Bl JOM nNpecTapenbix - Tpu
60MbLWYLLNX KOMHaTbI M0 CTO METPOB, a JIAEN HUKOro He Bbi1o abcontoTHO. A roBopio: AaBanTe, pebsTa,
nonaeM B 3TOT AOM npecTapesbix 1 byaem xutb. KapTodku beian. B MUHMCTEpCTBE TOProBan Sann HaMm
nutep «b». «A» bblna camas nyywasn, a BTopas boina antep «b». MpoaykTel 6bin gewesble. MNnTanncs B
crneuMarasuHe. § yxke CKopo okpen HeMHOXXKO0. DopMuMpoBaacs aBTobYCHbIN Napk - TpogerHble MaLlWHbI
MaHH, Mepcegec, n 6o nonyTopkun M'A3. N MHe npefnaranun: Ha KOCTbINISX Bbl HUFAE HE CMOXeTe,
JaBalTe, Mbl BaC yCTPOMM Ha NOJYTOPKM WK Ha aBTobyC cageTte. CngeTb MOXKETE - BOT U BCE.

N Tak MeHs ycTpownu, npopaboTan Ao WwWecTuaecaToro roga. B wectnaecaTom rogy y MeHs Hora
oKpenJa v NpUHAIM MeHa B Takconapk. MpopaboTtan 26 net oo 86-ro roga TakcucTom. MNponyctun
rnaBHoe. {1 no3HakoMuCs B BuabHIOCE C O4HON XOPOLUEen AeBYLLKOW, GPPOHTOBMYKA Oblna. U Mbl XXunm ¢
Hen. Hy, korga B 49-oM rofy poamnacb y MeHa A04Ka, Toraa g BelHy)KAeH Obi... [la, OHa He xoTena
pPacnucbIBaTbCA, MOTOMY YTO OHa Oblfla NEeHWHIPaLKa: «5 Xo4y noexaTb B JIEHUHrpag, a Tbl HE X04eLlb».
roBopto, pebeHok ke pacTeT. Kopoye rosops, A0 73-ro Tak TAHYA0Ck. [a, B 52-0M poanncs cbiH. /1 mMbl
TakK go 73-ro roga... Pacnucanuce... OHa, K coxxaneHuio, ymepna. [lo 86-ro roga pabotan B Takconapke, B
91-oMm roay mos xeHa begHeHbKaa ymepna. [louka Bbillaa 3aMy>X paHblUue, CbiH MOTOM XXEHUCSH, U S
0CTancs 04nH. BoT KOPOTKO 1 ACHO. MeHCKIo Noyvato Henaoxyto. bbla BTOPOR rpynnbl, a KOrga yxxe
ocnen - nueanug 1-ov rpynnbl. MHe nnaTtuam 275 pybnen 3a yxoa... Ho 410 Tonky. Ha nekapctea
HexBaTaeT. [laBanun paHblUe IeKapCcTBa, a Tenepb roBopsAT, HeTY geHer. MNokynan. YTo genatsb?

[a, ellle rnaBHoe 5 He pacckasbiBas. C WEeCTUAECSTOro rofa, Kak s cTan paboTaTb TaKCMCTOM, Tak s CTan
BEPYIOLLMM, 1§ HaYaN XO0AWTb B cuHarory. Koraa s 6b11 KOHLYKTOPOM Ha MeXayropofHoM aBTobyce, s
He Mor. A Korfa s Ha TakCu, 5 MOr AienaTb, 4TO X04y. Y Hac B napke 6blj10 BCEro Tpu UHBANNMAA BOVHbI.
Ham panu Bce nbroThl. Koraa TakcuCT Bble3Xa 13 rapaka, OH JoJhkeH Bbln ciaTb NiaH 3a CMeHy
NOSIHOCTLIO. icnopTuiack MaluMHa, He UCMOPTUAACh - ClaBall. A HaM - CKOJIbKO 0TpaboTaeTe, CTO/IbKO
nonyyaete. bonble oTpaboTanu - 6onbLue NoAy4nTe. A HE MHBANUAbI, EC/IN HE BbINOJHWA MNaH, 3HAYNUT
NPOrpeccuBKy He NoJyYulLlb.

- Bbl 6617111 B 16-011 JINTOBCKOWN AUBU3NN.

[a, B nepson poTe 167-ro nosnka. Py4yHon nyneMeTHuK.
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- MepBbInt HOMep? Nnn ognH 6bin?

Tam aBa Homepa. MepBbin HOMep 5 Bbis1, @ BTOPON HOMep... ABe Kopobku, a B Kopobke no Tpu AWCKa, B
Ancke 48 naTpoHOB. OT0 MyKa bbina, NOKa 3anpaBuLb UX. BeinyCTUTb BLICTPO KX, @ NOKa 3anpaBuLb...
XOopoLwUo, 4TO BTOPOW HOMEP Yy MeHs xopoLwwuid Obi1. Tak A rpaXKAaHCKYI0 XM3Hb 3aKOHYM CBOKO U BOEHHYIO
XKWN3Hb.

- Bam 3anomHwuncsa nepsbi 6on?

MepBbl OON... § BaM CKaxy, 04eHb MHOro nornbao, NOTOMy 4TO Y HeMueB Obl1 NPUCTPENAH KaXXAblA KYCT.
Tam cHera 6b110 A0 Wwen. OHK BOOPYXeHbl A0 3y60B, a Mbl CNnabo BoOpyXeHHble. OHW CTPyCUIn camu,
HeMUbl, MOTOMY 4TO aBMaLMs NoMorasa Ham. A y)K B 3TO HacTynaeHne Hu4ero He 6bino. ABnaunsa nx
pa3monona. Korga Mol B3aau Anekceesky, He 661110 HU ogHOro Hemua. Cbexanun. YouTbix 6110 MHOTO.

- PaHeHble Toxe bblnn HeMLbI?

Bblan, HO OKa3asim MOMOLLb... KOTOPbIN BbIST HAXanbHbIN, - C HUM pa3fgenanucb. Monogble bbinin... falb
MOMNUTb, OHW BbIPbIBAIOT ¥ TeHS U3 PyK M HaxasibHWYalOT. 3aCTaBAAOT UATU - HE UAYT, BbipbiBaloTCS. Hy,
BblPbIBAETCH... MyK, 1 BCE. A 4TO fenaTtb? 370 ObIs10. Mano Takmx Aypakos, a CTapble JIIAN LW cCaMu.
Ta)Kenble paHeHbIe - U Mbl UM MOMOrann. Bce XOTAT XUTb, NpuYeM 34ecb conaat? 1 HUKOro He cTpensn,
pebsTa noactpenunn ogHoro. OH 6611 B (hopMe pa3Befynka - B NATHaX KOMOMHE3OH.

- B JInToBCKOM AMBU3MM BbIAN INTOBLbI, EBPEN, PYCCKUE. ..

A1 BaM cKaxy. JINToBLbI OblIM TONILKO T€, KOTOPbIE CYXUK Kagposyto ciyx0y. bbiin xopowwne pebaTa
Toxe. Ho Bce-Takn MHOro nepebexanu. Korga Mol ctosnn nog Opnom, MHorne nepebexanu. Pycckue
Kakue - pep 6ob11 13 Jlutebl. C Cnbupun npresxanu pebata, a ux gep 6oin ¢ Jintebl. EBpees cHavana 6110
NPOLLEHTOB COPOK.

- KomaHab! OblI HAa KaKOM A3blKe?

B wecTon poTe no-eBpenckn KOMaHA0BaAN, @ TaK MO-PYCCKU, TONbKO NO-PYCCKU.

- Bbl 3HanM pyccknm, Korfa BonMHa Havanacb?

PyCCKUiA S3bIK HE 3HANN,

- Bo BpemMs BOWHbI Hay4nIncb?
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Ja. 3Hanu, korga npuwna K Ham KpacHas ApMus, HaMm HpaBWUIoCb. ApTunnepus - nowanu. Nenv ovyeHb
XOPOLLO, N XEHLWNH Bbl10 MHOT0. «CynMKO» Nenn, Ham O4eHb HPaBWJIOCh. OHM Havann CTPOUTb
NnoA3eMHble a3pOoApPOMbl, HO K COXKaJIEHUIO, HNYEro He ycnenu. B MaHapax ceMbLecAT ThiCAY €Bpees
paccTpeniaHbl. TaM OHM CTPOUIN NMOA3EMHbIA a3POAPOM, N 3TU SMbl HEMEL, NCMOJIb30BaN PacCTPENaThb
eBpeeB. OHM He ycnesn NoCTPOUTb, HO KOTN0BaHbl ObiNN BbIPbIThl - 4€CATb M. Tak CeMb M 3an0aHUAN
CeMbLEeCAT ThiCAY. Ka)kas AMa no AecaTb ThiCAY eBpeeB. IT0 - JIMTOBCKME eBpen. A CTpensna
MONOAEXb. Y HAaC XWX paHbLUe eBpen 1 IMTOBLbI, Kak bpaTba. o 37-ro roga. A B 37-oM rogy cTaam
JINTOBCKME NapTUN CO3[4aBaThCA . . . Y)Ke CTan aHTUCEMUTU3M. NPUX0aNN0Ch JaXKe HOYbIO XOOUTb - A B
ManeHbKOM MeCTeuKe XKW/, AOMa AepeBaHHbIe; MPUXOANSIOCH XOANTb 1 KapayauTb, YTOObI HE MOA0XI N
foMa.

- Korpa npuwna KpacHas Apmua? o 3Toro ewe?

o aToro. KpacHas Apmusa 3aluia B COPOKoBOM. [lo aToro, o atoro. Eule ogHa 6epa bbina, 410 nepeq
CaMOW BOWHON NOMEHSN INTOBLEB, KOTOpble B FepMaHnmn, 4Tobbl npuexanu B JINTBY, @ HEMLbI, KOTOpPbIE
XXMBYT B JInTBe, 4T0OLI Noexanu B FepmaHuio. BoT 310 6bina bega.

- Moyemy Bbl Noexanun B BUbHIOC Nocsie BOMHbI?

A Kyna 61710 exaTb? B HaweM MecTeyke KocTen u To bbin paspyweH. Tam 6om Hbian.

- B ropofne nerye »u3sHb yCTPOUTb.

Hy, KOHe4yHo. TaM X0Tb HaC yCTPOWM cpa3y: Aanaun oblexunTre, a MOTOM KBapTUpbI Aanauw, paboty ganu . A
4TO elle NnckaTb. CBOMX ... 1 NOEXan y3Hal - HUKOro HeT, BCE pacCTpensHbl, Kak Bce. [san B KayHace
6bi1n. KoTopbi 6611 B YNMHE, MMen neconuinky. Korga npuwna KpacHas ApMusi, OH yapaJs B Apyromn
ropog OT pycckux. Mosa cecTpa Tam normbna. OHa npmexana Ha KaHWKYJbl K HEMY oAbIXaTb. TaM 6bino
[Ba CbIHA-NOAPOCTKA M AOYKA MasieHbKas, YeTblipe roguka. Mpu HeMuax oH fobuncs... KOMeHAaHT ropoaa
npuv HeMUax gan eMy fOKYMeHT, 4Tobbl noexaTb B YNuHio. Korga oH npuexarn, A4eB0oYKa - Nanoyka,
nanoyka. V TyT npuxoaaT n Bcex aeten 3abpann. KTo roBopuT Ha KpoBb COAaTaM, KTO FOBOPUT, YTO MX
ybunun cpasy. OH He XoTen faTb, Tak BMECTe C HUMUN pacCcTpensin.

- Korpga Bbl Y3Haln 0 Tpareann NMToBCKNX eBpeeB? Bo BpeMA BOWHbI, MOCJI€ BOWHbI?

Mocne BOMHbI. Chblwanu nepenadn, apTUCTbl NPUE3XKaN... I'IapT|/|3aHb| TOrga yxxe nencreoBau... Ho
HACTOJIbKO He 3Ha/in. 9TO JINTOBLbI paccTpennBazin B OCHOBHOM.

- Cy,[l,VI}'IVI, HaKa3blBaJin TNTOBLEB, €C/1I 3HaJZIn, 4HTO OHU y6|/|Ban|/|?
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OueHb Mano ycrenn HakasblBaTb, MOTOMY YTO TeMepb HOBbIE 3aKOHbI... He 3Hato, He Byy roBOpUTb.

He cTecHsitoTCs roBopuTh: «bunn n byaem butb». HepgasHo yctpomnn... 200 YenoBeK... U F1aBHOE, 4YTO
NoINLNS UX OXpaHana. «Pycckue v toge, BOH U3 JINTBbI». A nonnumsa nx oxpaHsana. CnpawmeaeTcs, rae
3aKOH? BoT Tak.

- Bawwn getwn xuByT B BunbHioce?

B BunbHioce, fa. CbiH KOHYWA MHCTUTYT, @ [lO4Ka He XOTeNa YYNTbCS, Tak OHa B CaflMKe. YXXe Yy HUX CbiH
B3POC/IbINA, XKEHATbI U BHYYKa €CTb Y HUX, MO MpaBHYK.

- OHM 3HAIOT, KaK Bbl BOEBaJIN, Kak Bbl XUAN?

1 BAM JO/KEH CKa3aTb, CbiH Takylo BPeAHYI B35 XKEHY... OHa XAET Moei cMepTu. A BUHOBAT 1.
KBapTnpa LBYXKOMHATHas, U A Nepenmncan Ha cbiHa. 9 fyman, 4To oHun ByayT 6narogapHbl, a Teneps ...
CKopeit nompy, 4Tobbl MOXKHO BbI10 NPOAAThL KBAPTUPY W AEHbI M MONYYUTb.

- Bbl apyxuTe ¢ imtoBuamMn?

1 He Mory 06BMHNTbL BCEX NUTOLEB. ECTb Xopowune nnToBLbl. EcTb n1nTOBLbI, KOTOpPblIE NMPATaJin EBPEEB.
Ecnv Haxoownn espes, CNPATaHHOTO B JINTOBCKOWN CEMbE, paccTpenann.

- 9TO BaM paccKasblBasw...

91 3Hato, 5 3Hato. Jaxke 6bin cya. PakT TOT, YTO ObIIM XOpowne, 6bin naoxme. Jaxe OAUH KCeHA3 genarn
Tak NoAJI0, YTO HUKTO He NoBepuT. MecTeyko byTpemoHuc. B byTpemoHunce bbina cembs boratas: Myx C
)KEHOW, [0YKa BbIlLNA 3aMyX ABa rofa nepep BonHom n pebéHok poauncs... OTua n MaTb BbICTPO
PacCTpenanm, a 3ToT MyXX, 30/10TO Yy Hero 6bi10... CNPATaNNCh K KCeHA3Y. Tpu AHA 0CTaBanocCb 4o
ocBoboXXaeHus. Korga oH yBuaes, YTo NpuayT pycCKue, HoYblo 3allen, 4Tob 30510710 3abpaTh BCE,
oTpybwns ronoBel BCex Tpex. bbia cyl. 9TO MHe pacCKa3sasla XeHLUMHa, KoTopas xuna TaMm. Ho bbinn
KCEHA3bl, KOTOpble Cnacin eBpees. [laxke nepenunucoiBann METPUKN: IMTOBCKME UM NOJIbCKUE Aenanu.
Bbinn Takue ToXKe. bbliv pasHble.

- Korpga Bbl NoNy4Hnnn Ta)XXesoe paHeHKeE...

MpuTawmn B NOLWMHY, TaM MefcaHbaT 6bin. OKasanu Nomollb: BCTaBuaAn TPYOKY 1 Hanmam Kposb. U
MOTOM, i MOMHIO, la/IN CTaKaH ropsiyero 4Yas co CafKuM nococatb.

- B mencanbaTe paboTanm nMTOBCKME Bpadn?

BLAVATNIKARCHIVE.ORG


http://n2t.net/ark:/86084/b4xk84s1q
http://www.blavatnikarchive.org/

ELAVATN'K ITEM TRANSCRIPT
ZARCHIVE

Berelis Glazeris, full unedited interview

LT010.interview http://n2t.net/ark:/86084/b4xk84s1q
VIDEO RUSSIAN

Boinu ¢ Jintebl. He BCce nepebexann. NMepebexxanu, HO He BCe. Haw KoMaHAMp noJika bbla Manop
NNTOBCKON apMun. FeHepan Toxe bbi1 U3 IMTOBCKON apMun. MaTuayckac no noJnTHacTu... Koraa 3awam
pycckue B BunbHioc, Habrpanu B apmMuio. MeHs cpasy, Kak B banaxHe NpuHAAN, MHe fann B MUHPOTe
cnyxutb. KoMmaHaunp poTbl 6611 NUTOBEL, KOMaHAUP POThI IMTOBEL,. A KOMaHAWUP oTaeneHns 6bla eBpen.
Bblin xopolume KoMaHAmMpsbl. MOIKOBHUK CaM XOAWU Briepes B ataky. EMy ganu 6bl faBHO reHepana, HO
ero bpat 6611 B Hemeukon apmun. OBBUHWAM €ro, 4TO OH 3HaJ, rae oH. Kak OH MOr 3HaTb, KOrfia oH
BOEBaJ1 C HaMW MPOTKB HeMLEB. bbln MAaTPMOT, NepBbLIN LWes B aTaky.

- [locsie BOMHBI Bbl BCTPEYaIMCb C TEMU, C KEM BOEBAJIN PALOM?

IpuropaTnc. Mbl C HUM APYXXWUAK, BbINMBaAN, Ha pbibanky e3gunn.

- KT0 0OH 6b11 BO Bpemsi BONHbI?

Mnagwunin nenTeHaHT, a NOTOM OH CTaJl MOJIKOBHUKOM. Mbl CTOS/IN B TySle, OH XXEHUNCA Ha pycckon. OH
Obla1 04eHb XopoLwwniA Apyr MO, 04eHb xopoLwwnii. OH Mo-eBperCcKku roBopusl, Kak espenn. OH cpeamn eBpees

xun. WecTtas poTa 6blna ofHM eBpen, No-eBPeNCcKn NeCHN Nenu.

- KTo-H1byab rosopmn Monutebl B Cy660Ty? Bbliv pennrnosHbie eBpen? iy 3To oToWwI0 BCE Ha BTOPOWA
nnaH?

B apMun oanH 6bin. OH norub, 6enHein. Mornb, cTos, Korga Mol 6einmn B rnybokom cHery. Cernyac Mano
eBpeeB. Camoe b6osbliee cobupaeTca 17 4yenoBek B cuHarore. lloes)anTe B CMHarory, Tam knagbulie -
[aoH, ceMb eBpees...

- EcTb gom, rge xun FaoH B CTapoM ropoje, TaM nOCKa BUCUT.

9T0 BO ABOpe, rae cuHarora bbina ctapas. FaoHa yavua ecTb, Xuge yamua, AHTOKOLCKOro yauvua. 370
CTapbin ropod. ['4e Bbl XXUBETE, KakoM oTene?

- «KOHTU».

O, Tak 3To rae eBpenckas cmHarora.

- Bo3ne cunarorn.

Tam BCe eBpen XMBYT. TaM X03a1H eBpeln. OH HeLlaBHO OTKpbINcA. Tam foporo.

- Bce roBopAT, 4TO 3TO eBpenckas roCTUHMLA.
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f1 Bam cKaxxy, noyemy. [1oToOMy 4TO TaM KoLLepHas nuLla ecTb.
- Tam yTpoM psifoM NexuT Cbip, Konbaca, MOSIOKO, BETYMHA.
Tak s He rOBOPIO, 4TO TOJIbKO.

- Cnacmnbo Bam bonbLuoe.

- Y Bac ecTb Harpagbl?

3a OTeyecTBeHHy0 BonHy 1 3a OTBary.

- 3a 410 nony4mnu "3a OTeary"?

HacTynneHune Ha Kypckon [lyre...

- MpoTWB Bac TaHKW Wnun?

HeT, HeT. Bbiin TaMm caMOXOHbIe MYLIKN.

-MHoro norunbno Torpa?

HeT, Torga yaa4Ho 6bino. Ecnn nornbnm 6el, HekoMy 661010 66l HarpaxxaaTb. B 43-m MHoro norunbno.

- A OppeH OTevyecTBEHHOW BOMHbLI KOrga nony4nnmn?

Mocne BOMHbI, BCEX, KTO BOEBaa Harpaanmnun. KTo paHeH, TOT NOay4Yns NepBon CTENEHW, a OCTaNbHbIE -
BTOPOM... Y Hac B anBm3un 6b110 NSTb repoeB NoToM... OgHa AeBylkKa nony4yuna Tpyu OpaeHa Cnasbl. OHa

6bina nynemétyuuyen. OHa BbXuna. EE€ beperau...

-Cnacunbo 6onbLuoe!
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION

—Today is June 3, 2008. We are in Vilnius, meeting with a disabled veteran of the Great Patriotic War.
Please introduce yourself. Tell us about your pre-war years, your family and school, and how you ended up
in the army during the war.

Boris Samoilovich Glazeris. | was born in Siauliai, but was brought up in a small village. Mother and Father
lived in Siauliai, and my grandmother lived in Unimaks, Rezekne County. Mother died when | was only one
and a half years old. Before she died, she asked her mother not to give the children—me and my sister—to
Father, because she didn't want to. And she was right. Mother died, Father left, and we did not see him
until 1937. And this was in 1925. Why did we start looking for him? My uncle worked in Klaipeda and
another in Upyna. Grandmother lived alone without a husband. They sent money, and Grandma brought us
up. My sister wanted to study and was later educated in Siauliai.

And | did not care for studying, so | got a job straight after primary school. | worked at the construction of a
nearby highway. Although | was still a boy, | had to help Grandma. It lasted until 1937. | think the Germans
annexed Klaipeda County in 1937 [1939]. We lost our jobs. | had to look for Father. My poor sister was still

studying, so | decided to help her and got a job at a sawmill in Siauliai. A car couldn’t get through the mud,
so my job was to harness a horse and take the logs to the sawmill.

When the Germans overtook Klaipeda County, we began to look for our father. He was in a place near
Siauliai. When my sister and | showed up and caught him, he said, “What do you want from me?” He was
still a bachelor, unmarried. | said, “We want you to help my sister study, and | will earn my living.” Ok, he
said, but, alas, never did help. And | never saw my sister again. She died, and | fled from the Germans. My
sister went to school in Kaunas, she ended up in a ghetto. She went to Upyna on vacation and got caught
up there. ..

| worked in Siauliai, pulling the cart. When the war began, | ran away. | ran off on a bicycle to Riga via
Jelgava. In Riga, we were made to carry sand to attics to prevent buildings from catching fire from
incendiary bombs. We fled to the railway station and boarded a Vilnius-Leningrad [St. Petersburg] train
carrying officers' wives. We rode as stowaways to Pskov before we got caught. Those of draft age were
referred to the military recruitment office, but | was still a kid, born on October 1, 1924. | was told to wait a
little for a train to be evacuated. More people arrived, and a freight train got stuck in the woods. We were
loaded into the train and taken to Kanash station in the Chuvash Republic. Collective farmers were already
waiting there to drive us to kolkhozes. Again, my friends and I fled to Cheboksary, the capital of the
Chuvash Republic. In Cheboksary | got a job carrying timber from the Volga to a brick factory. | didn't
linger there, when it got cold, | went south like everyone else. | ran away to Tashkent but with great
difficulty. First we went by a steamer, wanted to get off in Astrakhan, but the Germans were getting close.
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So we had to sail back to Kuibyshev [Samara]. Then | somehow got to Tashkent. From there, I again fled to
the Engels kolkhoz in the Oltiariq district of Fergana Oblast. Before long, | was accepted to a factory
training school. | was sent to Fergana to a trade school and stayed there for two or three months.

In 1942 the 16th Lithuanian Division was being formed. | was summoned to the recruitment office, and
though | was still underage, they said that | could join the division if | wanted to. | agreed, hoping to meet
my uncle there, and got to the city of Balakhna, where there 16th Lithuanian Division was being formed. |
was immediately assigned to a mortar squad. We were stationed in the woods near the town of Gorodets,
not far from Balakhna. And there, for some reason, | was transferred to the infantry as a machine gunner.
167th regiment, 1st battalion, 1st company, machine-gunner.

—Light machine gun?

Yes. We did not have a mounted machine gun in our company. And so | went to war. We were sent to
Shchyokino near Tula . . . On foot or by car, | don’t remember. And then, when it got colder, we were
billeted in a huge building. A whole regiment was billeted in Krasnoarmeyskaya Street in Tula.

—This is still 19427

1942. We were stationed in Tula until the late fall, when we went by train to the front via Skuratovo
station, Orel Oblast. At Skuratovo we disembarked and were told that we would go on foot from there:
march by night and look for shelter by day. Unfortunately, by the time we would find shelter, there was no
time left for rest. Thus we made our way to the front. We got to the front already after the New Year. At
the beginning of February, we were thrown into battle.

—19437?

Yes, 1943. Many of our guys perished in Alekseyevka, Zmeyevka, also Semidvorniki . . . Subsequently,
they transferred us to defense positions in the vicinity of Orel, where we remained for about four months. |
was one of two machine gunners. After a while, we moved 1.5 kilometers to the right and were ordered to
attack. This was on July 15, when | was seriously wounded. There were no tanks, no artillery preparation,
no airplanes—nothing. We were told to move in short runs. Easier said than done! The rye up to our navels
was all we had in the way of maskirovka. There was a hillock from which machine guns and snipers fired at
us. A sniper got me in a hip joint with an explosive bullet. | thought | was done for, a tank would crash me .
.. But luckily no tanks appeared, and the fire stopped. Our ranks pulled back, while | and many like me . ..
Many were wounded and killed.

An orderly crawled over; he was a friend, a Jew, Penya Klem. And he hauled us into a ravine, where a
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medical-sanitary battalion was located. | had lost lots of blood, so they cut a vein here, inserted a catheter,
and transfused blood. Then he brought a horse and carted me away. The lot of us were loaded onto a
makeshift freight-cum-medical train . . . which took us to Tambov. There, we were loaded on stretchers
and taken to this empty school, where we spent two or three days. A proper medical train arrived and
delivered us to Chapaev, Kuibyshev [Samara] Oblast, 40 kilometers from Kuibyshev. | continued my
treatment there. My leg was put in a cast, while a bullet fragment got stuck in the palm, here. And | knew
this was an explosive bullet, because it was tinted at the back. So | spent six or seven months in that
hospital. When the time came to discharge me—the cast had been removed but | was still on
crutches—they asked me where | would go. | didn't know. Vilnius was still occupied; | had no relatives. So,
one clever doctor advised me to get a referral to an evacuation center in Moscow, located at 25
Kolontsovskaya Street. He said | would like it there and it would be good for them. And so it was.

Kolontsovskaya Street is near Kazan Train Station. Have you ever been to Moscow?
—Yes.

Do you know Kazan Train Station?

—Yes.

And Kolontsovskaya street?

—No.

There is a small wooden house at 25 Kolontsovskaya Street. At the time there were . . . how did we call
them—cuckoos: pregnant girls who had been discharged from the ranks. Cuckoos. And one girl says to me,
“Listen, darling, come with me. | am from Melnyky, there are many Jews there.” The reason many Jews
remained there was because Melnyky had been occupied by the Romanians, whereas Vinnitsa [Vinytsia]
was under the Germans and Ukrainians. Romanians did not kill Jews; they organized a camp and the
inmates wore yellow patches on the back.

| agreed and went. That is, she wanted me to go live with her parents. | didn't want to raise someone else's
child. | stayed there for about two months in a small center for the disabled. And then I left—I had my
papers on me—first going to Kiev [Kyiv] and then Minsk, because a Kiev-Minsk railway route was already
operational. | arrived in Minsk, where everything had been destroyed; people lived in dugouts. Trains still
carried ammunition to the front. A lieutenant colonel who was head of train—he might have been a
Jew—kindly suggested, “I can take you to Vilnius, but keep in mind, if you are caught as a stowaway, | will
not be responsible”. And so | travelled to Vilnius with two other guys. The Trade Ministry was located at 32
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Vilna Street, and they offered us . . . There were furnished flats . . . The Nazis and their collaborators had
fled and left everything behind. | didn’t need a flat. There was a nursing home nearby—three large rooms a
hundred meters each and not a soul living there. | said, “Guys, let’s live at the nursing home”. We received
our ration cards. At the ministry we were assigned letter “B”, with letter “A” being the highest. Food was
cheap, and we bought stuff from a special shop. | soon got a little stronger. A bus depot was being put
together consisting of trophy cars like Mann, Mercedes, and GAZ lorries. And, considering my disability, |
was offered a position of a bus or lorry driver.

And so | worked until 1960. By then my leg had gotten better and | became a taxi driver, working for
twenty-six years until 1986. | overlooked the main thing. In Vilnius | met a girl, who was also a war
veteran. We lived together, and in 1949 had a daughter. Then | had to . . . Yes, she did not want to get
married because she was from Leningrad: “l want to go back to Leningrad, but you don’t”. | reminded her
that we had a child together. Long story short, it all dragged on until 1973. Our son was born in 1952, but
we didn’t get married until 1973 . .. Unfortunately, she has passed away. Until 1986 | worked as a taxi
driver. In 1991 my poor wife died. The children got married, and | was left alone. There you are, short and
to the point. My pension is alright. | used to have second category disability, but received first category
when | went blind and was paid additional 275 rubles for care . .. But it's peanuts, not even enough to pay
for medication. | used to get drugs for free and now they just say there is no money, you have to pay
yourself. What am | to do?

Oh, and more importantly, from 1960, when | became a taxi driver, | turned to religion, started going to
the synagogue. When | was a bus driver, | wasn’t allowed, but as a taxi driver | could do whatever |
pleased. We had only three disabled veterans in the depot. We received all the benefits. When a taxi driver
was out of the garage, he had to fulfil a shift plan. No matter if your car didn’t work, you had to hand over
the earnings. We, however, were allowed not to make the quota. If you earn more, you get more. Non-
disabled guys wouldn’t get any raise if they didn’t make the plan.

—You were in the 16th Lithuanian Division?

Yes, in the 1st company of the 167th regiment. A machine gunner.

—Were you First operator? Or was there just one?

There were two operators. | was the operator . . . there were two boxes containing three circular pan
magazines each with forty-eight cartridges per magazine. It was such a pain to reload them. Easy to fire,

but reloading . . . Luckily, | had a great mate. Thus | ended my civil life and military life.

—Do you remember the first battle?
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The first battle . . . So many were killed, because the Germans had every bush covered. Snow was up to
one’s neck. They are armed to the teeth, and we had very little ammo. They lost their nerve, because we
had air support. And during that particular attack, they had none—our aviation ground them up. When we
took Alekseyevka, there was not a single German in sight, they had all fled. There were many dead.

—Were there wounded Germans?

Yes, and they were helped . . . the impudent one got done in. Those young guys, you give them a drink,
they yank it out from you and turn insolent. You make them walk, they refuse and wrestle. In that case,
“pow”, and he’s gone. What else could you do? It happened. There weren't many fools, and the older guys
would just do what they were told. We helped the badly wounded ones. Everyone wants to live, aren't we
all human? | didn't shoot anyone, but the guys shot one. He wore scout’s camouflage.

—In the Lithuanian division there were Lithuanians, Jews, Russians . . .

I must say the Lithuanians were only among the officers. They were good guys, too. Still, many Lithuanians
had changed sides. When we were deployed near Orel, many changed sides. The Russians in the division
had Lithuanian ancestors. Initially, Jews constituted about forty percent.

—In what language were orders given?

Yiddish in the 6th company, and Russian everywhere else.
—Did you speak Russian when the war began?

We didn’t speak Russian.

—Did you learn it during the war?

Yes. We began when the Red Army came. It was nice. The artillery, the cavalry. They sang very well and
there were many women. They sang “Suliko”, and we liked it very much. They began to build airfields, but
unfortunately, had no time to complete the works. In Ponary [Paneriai], seventy thousand Jews were shot.
The Soviets had begun building oil storage facilities for the airfield, and the German used these pits to
shoot the Jews. Ten pits had been dug up, seven were filled with seventy thousand people. Each pit
contained ten thousand Jews. They were Lithuanian Jews. And they were shot by youths. Jews and
Lithuanians used to live together like brothers until 1937. And in 1937 Lithuanian parties began to form . . .
Anti-Semitism was on the rise. | even had to make rounds at night—I lived in a small village, buildings were
made of wood, so | guarded against arson.
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—Was it when the Red Army arrived or before?

Before. The Red Army came in 1940. Another terrible tragedy was the exchange of German Lithuanians for
Lithuanian Germans. That was a terrible thing.

—Why did you go to Vilnius after the war?
Where else was | go? In our village, even the church was destroyed during the war.
—It's easier to settle in a city, is it not?

Most certainly. We were employed and accommodated straight away: first in dormitories and then in flats.
What else was | to look for? My family? | inquired, nobody remained alive, everyone was shot. Well, | used
to have uncles in Kaunas. One had a sawmill in Upyna. When the Red Army arrived, he ran away from the
Russians to another town. My sister died there. She came to visit. He had two teenage sons and a four-
year-old daughter. Under the Germans the town commandant gave him a pass back to Upyna. When he
arrived, the girl was so glad to see him. And then they came for the children: some say the children were
used for blood for soldiers, others say they were killed straight away. He did not let them take her, so they
shot them both.

—When did you hear about the tragedy of the Lithuanian Jews? During the war, after the war?

After the war. We had heard about it from radio broadcasts; artists came to us. Partisans informed them.
But we did not realise the extent of it. It was Lithuanians who carried out the murders.

—Were the Lithuanians implicated in the killings ever prosecuted?

Very few of them were punished because of the new laws . . . | do not know, | can’t say. They are not even
hiding it, their moto is “We used to beat them and will continue to do so”. Just recently 200 people took to
the streets with slogans “Russians and Jude, get out of Lithuania”. And this was done under police
protection. Where is the law, | ask you? So, there you are.

—Do your children live in Vilnius?

Yes, in Vilnius. My son graduated from an institute, and the daughter did not want to study, so she works in

a kindergarten. Their son is all grown up now, married and has a daughter of his own, my great-
granddaughter.
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—Do they know how you fought, how you lived?

To tell you the truth, my son’s wife is not nice . . . she is waiting for me to die. It’'s my fault. | have signed
off my flat to my son. | thought that they would be grateful, but now . . . they just want me to die so that
they can sell the flat.

—Do you have Lithuanian friends?

I can’t hold all the Lithuanians responsible. There are good Lithuanians. There are Lithuanians who hid
Jews. If they found a Jew hidden by a Lithuanian family, they would shoot everyone.

—Have you been told this?

| know it. There was even a trial. The fact of the matter is there were good people and bad. There was this
priest who did a reprehensible thing. A wealthy family lived in a place called Butrimonys: husband and wife
and their daughter, who married two years before the war and had a child. The mother and father had
been shot soon after and the rest offered gold to hide with the priest. Three days before liberation, when
he saw the Russians approaching, he wanted to pocket all the gold and sneaked up on the three of them at
night and chopped their heads off. There was a trial. A woman who lived there told me the story. But there
were also Lithuanians who saved Jews. They even forged their documents to give them Polish or Lithuanian
identities. Such people existed.

—When you were seriously wounded . . .

They dragged me into this ravine to a medical-sanitary battalion and performed blood transfusion. And
afterwards, | remember receiving a glass of hot tea with sugar to suck on.

—Were there Lithuanian doctors in the medical battalion?

Yes, there were a few people from Lithuania. Not everyone had changed sides. Our regiment commander
was a major of the Lithuanian army. The general was also from the Lithuanian army. Our political officer
was called Matiauskas . . . when the Russians had entered Vilnius, they recruited to the army. In Balakhna,
| was taken in immediately and assigned to mortar company. The company commander was a Lithuanian,
and the squad leader was Jewish. We had good commanding officers. The colonel himself went into battle.
He would have been promoted to the rank of general but his brother served in the fascist army. He was
accused of knowing his whereabouts. And how could he have known when he fought with us against the
Germans. He was a patriot, first to go into battle.

—Did you meet your comrades-in-arms after the war?
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Grigoraitis. We were friends, drank and went fishing together.

—What was his rank during the war?

Junior lieutenant and then colonel. We were deployed in Tula, he married a Russian. He was a very good
friend of mine, very good. He spoke Yiddish like a Jew. He lived among Jews. The sixth company was
composed of Jews, they sang songs in Yiddish.

—Did anyone say prayers on Saturday? Were there religious Jews? Or did it fade into the background?
There was one guy in the army. He died, poor thing. He died standing upright in deep snow. There are very
few Jews now. At most, seventeen people go to the synagogue. You should go to the synagogue, there is a
cemetery there—Gaon, seven Jewish graves . . .

—There is a house in the old town where Gaon lived, it has a plaque.

It is in the courtyard where an old synagogue used to be. There is Gaon Street, Gide Street, Antokolskio
Street. This is the old town. Where do you live now, what hotel?

—Conti Hotel.

Oh, so this is where the Jewish synagogue is.

—Near the synagogue.

Jews stay there. The owner is a Jew. It has recently opened. It's expensive though.
—Everyone says that this is a Jewish hotel.

I'll tell you why. Because they serve kosher food.

—There is cheese, salami, milk, ham for breakfast.

Well, I am not saying everything is kosher.

Thank you very much.
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—Do you have any military awards?

"The Order of the Patriotic War" and "For Courage".

—What did you receive the medal "For Courage" for?

The Battle of Kursk . . .

—Did you face tanks?

No, no. There were self-propelled guns though.

—Did many die?

No, that was fortunate. Had they all died, there would have been no one to reward. In 1943 many died.
—And when did you receive the Order of the Patriotic War?

After the war, everyone who fought in the war was awarded. The injured ones received 1st class, the rest -
2nd class . . . Afterwards, we had five Heroes of the Soviet Union in the division . . . One girl received three

Orders of Glory. She was a machine gunner. She survived. They protected her . . .

—Thank you very much!
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